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Dogs on beaches
During the summer season (November 1 - March 31) 
there are seven dog beaches in Port Phillip where 
dogs can play off-leash. These are the only beaches 
where dogs can venture during the summer.

Five of these have unrestricted access for dogs:

> St Kilda - between Brooks Jetty and the northern end 
   of the car park towards St Kilda Marina (area ref 16)

> West St Kilda - from St Kilda Pier along Pier Road for 
   400 metres towards Middle Park Beach (area ref 15)

> Middle Park - between Langridge Street and 140 metres 
   past Fraser Street toward St Kilda (area ref 22)

> Port Melbourne - Sandridge Beach between the 
   rock groyne opposite Barak Road and the rock 
   groyne opposite Cumberland Road (area ref 10)   

> Port Melbourne - between Lagoon Pier and 
   south west to Dow Street (area ref 11)

Two are early morning beaches only:

> Elwood - between the rock groyne south of Point Ormond 
   and the beach access ramp 35 metres south east of 
   Normandy Road, 5.30am-9.30am only (area ref 19). 

> Middle Park - between Kerferd Road pier and 
   Langridge Street, 5.30am-9.30am only (area ref 23).  

The off-peak season (April 1 - October 31) opens up 
all Port Phillip beaches to dogs off-leash (except two 
environmentally sensitive areas where dogs are not allowed 
at any time of the year). Remember, dogs need to be under 
effective voice control and you still need to carry a leash. 
And don’t forget to take a couple of bags or devices so 
you can pick up any droppings.

No go for dogs
Some environmentally sensitive areas of Port Phillip 
are closed to dogs completely. Please keep your dog 
away from these conservation zones:

> Sandridge Beach, Port Melbourne (including all 
   of the beach and the Perce White Reserve). 

To allow access to the Webb Dock walkway, dogs 
on leashes are permitted on the sealed road reserve, 
including the car park and footpath, from Todd Road 
to the walkway. 

> West Beach, St Kilda (from a point 400m north of 
   the St Kilda Pier to a point in line with the end of the 
   pavilion on the beach, past Cowderoy Street).  

Dogs are also not permitted within five (5) metres of 
playgrounds, public barbeques or exercise equipment areas.

This information is provided by the City of Port Phillip to 
inform residents about council services and responsibilities. 
For a translation of this information contact the council’s 
interpreter service.

For a translation in Cantonese call 9679 9810, for Greek call 

9679 9811, for Polish call 9679 9812, for Russian call 9679 9813.

For further information contact ASSIST on (03) 9209 6777 
assist@portphillip.vic.gov.au or visit 
www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/dog_reserves.html
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Port Melbourne
Area Reference 

1.  Lagoon Reserve 

2.  Page Reserve

3.  Howe Reserve

4.  Smith Reserve

5.  Hester Reserve

6.  J L Murphy Reserve

7.  Garden City Reserve

8.  Julier Reserve 
9.  West Port Foreshore
     Reserve

10. Sandridge Beach - 
     between the rock groyne 
     opposite Barak Road & 
     the rock groyne opposite 
     Cumberland Road  

11. Port Melbourne Beach - 
     between Lagoon Pier & 
     south west to Dow Street

St Kilda
12. M O Moran Reserve 

13. Marina Reserve

14. Peanut Farm Reserve

15. St Kilda Beach - 
     from St Kilda Pier along 
     Pier Road for 400 metres 
     towards Middle Park Beach

16. St Kilda Beach - 
     between Brooks Jetty 
     and the northern end of 
     the car park towards 
     St Kilda Marina  

Elwood
17. Head Street Reserve

18. Clarke Reserve

19. Elwood Beach (5.30am - 9.30am) 
     (between the rock groyne south of 
     Point Ormond and the beach access ramp 
     35 metres south east of Normandy Road)

Middle Park/Albert Park
20. Albert Park Reserve *

21. Gasworks Park

22. Middle Park Beach - between Langridge Street 
     & 140 metres past Fraser Street toward St Kilda

23. Middle Park Beach - Kerferd Road Pier to 
     Langridge Street (5.30am - 9.30am)  
*    Albert Park Reserve is managed by Parks Victoria. More information 
      about dogs at Albert Park Reserve is available on Port Phillip Online or 
      by contacting Parks Victoria on tel 13 19 63 or www.parks.vic.gov.au 

East St Kilda
24. Alma Park West

25. Alma Park East 
     (north of oval)

Off-leash areas
Exercising your dog is a great way to enjoy the 
local environment and keep both you and your 
pet fit and healthy. The City of Port Phillip 
understands that dog owners need space to let 
their dogs run and play without a leash.

However it is important to be a responsible pet owner.  
All dogs should be kept on a leash when outside your 
property, except for the off-leash areas designated by 
the City of Port Phillip. When visiting an off-leash area, 
dog owners still need to carry a leash at all times and 
ensure the dog remains in sight, is under effective voice 
control and does not threaten other people or animals.

Dog owners should also be aware of restrictions that may 
apply at various times of the year on our local beaches. 

Dog owners face an on the spot fine for walking dogs 
on prohibited beaches, for dogs wandering at large, 
for not having dogs on leashes when they should be 
or for failing to pick up after their dog.

Bin it or swim in it
Please remember to carry a few bags or devices when 
walking your dog and pick up any droppings to help 
keep our bay and beaches clean.


